Cold Blooded

hy St Einire

A generation riddled with Ivera tights and sunny, bolt-to-bolt rock
routes, American Climbing in the 19805 was awkwardly saturated in a
flashy, fashion-hungry sports 1. While folks squabbled over grades
and ratimgs of S0-foot rowtes, enalssance was taking place in the tiny
mountain town of Ouray. Who knew? C ] # bare-bores
equipment barely fit for cutdoor use, a small group of Climbers were qui-
etly adding to the list of the most classic routes in the United States. With
the advent of modern, user-friendly gear, icé dimbing has +] into a
full blown pursuit of its own. Today, Ouray stands out as one of the pre-
mier ice climbing destinations in the world ... thanks (o a few guys with
beards and flannel shirts. Here's a look:
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A testpeice of skill and endurance, The Talisman, shown here, it one of
the 3an luan’s most challenging winter ascenls.
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Frozen waterfally galore. top-rape at the ke Park. home of the Ouray loe Park, mear Ouray.




