Like a ship in a sea of desert, Fajada Butte is home to the famouws Sun Dagger pet-

reglyphs. During every solstice and equinox, they are precisely illuminated by con
trasts between the sun and shadow.

Rock of Ages
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As much a part of the landscape as the vast desert steppe in
which they reside, the ruins ol Chaco Canyon, about two houts
south of Farmington, remain a cornerstone to the Southwest's
rich cultural heritage. What would have been the largest known
buildings in the United 5tates at the time, and evidence of some
10,000 vears of human occupation, the story ol Chaco - [rom
its use as a cultural center in 850 AD to its rediscovery in the late
18005 - plays out like a great novel. Most ol the original con
struction in the canyvon started modestly, but over time devel
oped into the massive dwellings evident today. The public struc
tures built throughout the canvon are called greal houses,
unique among all other architecture in the region due Lo their
distinctive masonry, astronomical alignments and geometrical
Iy precise walls. Here's a look:

A close-up wiew of Chacoan brick and murtur aeithetics.

Light and shadow make for a play of geometric angles inside a Chacoan
great houwse, the Pueblo Bonito,

HIg|hI].I f-:rmali:e the grut kiva wlthln Ehetm H&tl was pru:rtra ¥y used for
ceremonial pr:u:l.ll:m. and beliefs.

FI.IE-h|£I B-mlt:- 5 COFe- and -VETEEF walls and large h-eam:- of tImIJ-ar typifies
the construction style in Chaco Canyon.

A present day Chacaocn scans the horizons for visitors.



